IN THE CLAIMS 

The following is a complete list of the claims now pending; this listing replaces 
all earlier versions and listings of the claims. 




1 . \ (Currently Amended) An image search apparatus for searching an 



image database for desiredsimage data, said the image database storing a plurality of image data 
in correspondence with image\feature amounts for each of the image data, said apparatus 
comprising: \ 

display means for displaying a plurality of image data as a search result, 
corresponding to an input search condition, obtained bv a search of image data from the image 
database : \ 

selection means fok selecting image data designated by a user from the 
plurality of image data; \ 

image feature amount computing means for computing an image 
feature amount of the image data selected by said selection means; and 

image similarity computing means for computing image similarity on 
the basis of the image feature amount computed by said image feature amount computing means, 
and the image feature amounts of the image data stored in saW the image database. 



2.-5. (Cancelled) 



(Currently Amended) The An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 



said display mWis comprises search means for searching for desired image data by designating 
attribute information appended to the image data, and 

when a search is made by said search means, said display means 
displays a list of image data found by the search of said search means. 



7.-9. (Cancelled) 

10. (CurrentlwVmended) An image search method for searching an image 
database for desired image data, said the image database storing a plurality of image data in 
correspondence with image feature amounts for each of the image data, said method comprising: 

a display step, of oisplaying a p lurality of imag e data; 

a selection step, of selecting image data designated by a user from the 
plurality of image data displayed as a search result corresponding to an input search condition, 
obtained by a search of image data from the image database : 

an image feature amount computing step, of computing an image 
feature amount of an image data selected by in said selection step; and 

an image similarity computing steb, of computing image similarity on 
the basis of the image feature amount computed in the said image feature amount computing 
step, and the image feature amounts of the image data stored in said the image database. 



11.-14. (Cancelled) 



4 



ft /v display step comp r ises further comprising: 
V? \ 



15. (Currently Amended) The A method according to claim 1 0, wh e rein th e 



a display step, of displaying the plurality of image data; and 
va search step, of searching for desired image data by designating 
attribute information appended to the image data, and 

wherW the display step includes a step of displaying a list of image 
data found by a search in Ac saia\ search step, when the search is made in the said search step. 

16.-18. (CancelledV 



1 9. (Currently Amended) A computer readable memory that stores a 
program code of an image search method forsearching an image database for desired image data, 
said the image database storing a plurality of irrrage data in correspondence with image feature 
amounts of each of the image data, said program comprising: 

program cod e for a display step, of displaying a plurality of image data; 

program code for a selection step, of selecting image data designated by 
a user from the plurality of image data displayed as a search result, corresponding to an input 
search condition, found by a search of image data from the image database ; 

program code for an image feature amVunt computing step, of 
computing an image feature amount of the image data selected by in said selection step; 

program code for an image similarity computing step, of computing 
image similarity on the basis of the image feature amount computed in me said image feature 



toimt computing step, and the image feature amounts of the image data stored in said the image 



image database for desired image data, said the image database storing a plurality of image data 
in correspondence with image feature amounts for each of the image data, said apparatus 
comprising: \ 



information, and a plurality of imag:e data searched on the basis of the input handwritten 
information drawn in the drawing ar e a : 

selection meankfor selecting color information of image data 
designated by a user from the plurality of image data; 

image feature amount\computing means for computing an image 
feature amount of the an image drawn in a drawing area, which includes having the color 
information selected by said selection means; and \ 



the basis of the image feature amount computed by said image feature amount computing means, 
and the image feature amounts of the image data stored in satdtfae image database. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein 
the color information is selected by indicating one pixel in the image data. 




20. (Currently Amended) An image search apparatus for searching an 



display means for displaying a drawing ar e a for drawing handw r itt e n 



image similarity computing means for computing image similarity on 
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^ \22. (Currently Amended) The An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein 

)^ the color information is selected by indicating a predetermined region in the image data. 



23. 



!urrently Amended) The An apparatus according to claim 22, wherein 



the color information designated by indicating the predetermined region is an average value of 
pixel values contained in the small region. 



26. (Currently Amended^ The An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein 
the color information is selected on the basis of an image drawn on the drawing area. 

27. (Currently Amended) The An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein 
said image feature amount computing means computes tnfe image feature amount of the drawn 
image every each time the image in the drawing area is modified. 

28. (Currently Amended) The An apparatus according to claim 20, further 
comprising display control means for controlling to a display of the drawing area within a display 
window displayed by said display means. \ 



24. and 25. (Cancelled) 
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|fK \ 29. (Currently Amended) An image search method for searching an image 

database for desired image data, said the image database storing a plurality of image data in 



correspondence with nwage feature amounts for each of the image data, said method comprising: 

\ display ste p , of displaying a drawing area for d r awing handwritt e n 
information, and a p lurality of imag e data s e arched on the basis of the handwritten information 
drawn in th e drawing area; \ 

a selection step, of selecting color information of image data designated 
by a user from the a plurality of imagevdata searched on the basis of input handwritten 
information ; \ 

an image feature afcnount computing step, of computing an image 
feature amount of an image drawn in a drawingiarea, which includes having the color 
information selected by in said selection step; ano\ 

an image similarity computing step, of computing image similarity on 
the basis of the image feature amount computed in the image feature amount computing step, and 
the image feature amounts of the image data stored in satdihe image database;. 

30. (Currently Amended) The A method according to claim 29, wherein the 
color information is selected by indicating one pixel in the image data. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The A method according to claim 29, wherein the 
color information is selected by indicating a predetermined region in the image data. 



8 



32. (Currently Amended) The A method according to claim 3 1 , wherein the 
color information designated by indicating the predetermined region is an average value of pixel 
values contained in the\small region. 

33. and 34A(Cancelled) 

35. (CurrentlySAmended) The A method according to claim 29, wherein the 
color information is selected on the basis of an image drawn on the drawing area. 

36. (Currently Amendem The A method according to claim 29, wherein the 
image feature amount computing step includes the step of computing the image feature amount 
of the drawn image every time the image in the drawing area is modified. 

37. (Currently Amended) The A method according to claim 29, further 
comprising a display control step, of controlling to display tn^ drawing area within a display 
window displayed in the display step. 

38. (Currently Amended) A computer readable memory that stores a 
program code of an image search method for searching an image database for desired image data, 
said the image database storing a plurality of image data in correspondence\/ith image feature 
amounts for each of the image data, said program comprising: 
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program code fo r a display step, of displaying a drawing area fo r 



i% C drawing hmidwritt e minfomiation, and a plurality of image data searched on th e basis of th e 
handw r itt e n information\drawn in the drawing area; 

program code for a selection step, of selecting color information of 
image data designated by a use^ from the plurality of image data searched on the basis of input 
handwritten information : 

program cdde for an image feature amount computing step, of 
computing an image feature amount oran image drawn in a drawing area, which includes having 
the color information selected by in said selection step; and 

program code for ah image similarity computing step, of computing 
image similarity on the basis of the image feature amount computed in said image feature amount 
computing step, and the image feature amounts or^he image data stored in said in image 
database. 



39.-49. 



(Cancelled) 



50. (Currently Amended) The An apparatuk according to claim 1, wherein 
said the image data selected by said selection means is copied in a drawing area:, and 

wherein said image similarity computing means computes image 
similarity on the basis of an image feature amount, computed by said image feature amount 
computing means, of the image data copied in the drawing area, and the irn^ge feature amounts 
of the image data stored in said the image database. 
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x 5 1 . (Currently Amended) The An apparatus according to claim 50, further 
^jP comprising modifyirigmeans for modifying the image data copied in the drawing area;, 

therein said image similarity computing means computes image 
similarity on the basis of an image feature amount, computed by said image feature amount 
computing means, of the image dark modified by said modifying means, and the image feature 
amounts of the image data stored in saitkthe image database. 

52. (Currently Amended) %e An apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said the plurality of image data displayed by said display means is displayed on the basis of 
image similarity computed by said image similarity computing means. 

53. (Currently Amended) The An apparatus\according to claim 50, wherein 
said the drawing area and said the plurality of image data are displayed in the same window. 

54. (Cancelled) 
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